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\>S, under the name of " Le Faiseur " ; and when Izac returned to Russia at the end of September,
asked his friend Laurent-Jan to take charge the comedy during his absence. Evidently he Lrd that matters were not going very smoothly, in December he wrote to Laurent-Jan from ierzchownia to say that if the Comedie Francaise used " Mercadet"—which had been " recue a lanimite " on August 17th—it might be offered
Frederick Lemaitre; and a few days later, iring that the piece was "recue seulement a •rections," by the Comedie Fran9aise, he with-iw it altogether. " Le Faiseur " or " Mercadet " s then offered to the Thdatre Historique, and Izac already saw in imagination his sister and his o nieces attending the first night's performance, sked out in their most elegant toilettes. As
was in Russia, and his mother did not go to 2 theatre, they would be the sole representatives the family; and Hosteiii must therefore provide sm with one of the best boxes in the theatre.
there were hissings and murmurings, as Balzac pected from past experiences, his younger niece dentine would be indignant; but Sophie would 11 preserve her dignity, " and you, my dear sister.
. But what can a box do against a theatre ?" Nevertheless, though Hostein accepted " Le liseur," he announced that his clients preferred elodrama to comedy, and that, in order to fit it r his "theatre de boulevard," the play would quire modifications which would completelyre de Balzac/' by Edmund Eire.
